Safety Bob’s Occupational Safety Talk …
Who Has the Right-of-Way?
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According to driving statistics in the USA last year, there were nearly 4,000 fatal motor vehicle accidents that involved a driver failing to yield the right-of-way.  And while many of those accidents were due to driver distraction, (which means one or both drivers weren’t even aware of a pending right-of-way situation), many right-of-way accidents also involved drivers who were either driving too aggressively, driving too fast, or were too just bullheaded to follow the law and give up the right-of-way.  
So, who does have the right-of-way?
…No one actually. Making right-of-way requirements even more confusing, traffic laws don’t actually give any driver the right-of-way.  Traffic laws do state however, who must yield (or give up) the right-of-way. Traffic laws have what is referred to as “yield to the driver on the right” rule; this rule determines which driver should go first when two vehicles arrive at an intersection at nearly the same time.  But in more practice terms, every driver, motorcyclist, moped rider, bicyclist, and pedestrian should and must do everything possible to avoid a crash.

For instance, you come upon a stop sign at the same time as another driver in a cross street and he is on your right. You should yield (or give up) the right-of-way to that driver and let them go first. If you reach an uncontrolled intersection at close to the same time with another vehicle, the vehicle who actually reached the intersection last is the driver who must yield the right-of-way. If you reach the intersection at the same time, the driver on the left should yield the right-of-way.
Pedestrians must always be yielded the right-of-way at intersections and crosswalks. Bicycles, since they are actually considered to be vehicles, are subject to the same rules as other drivers, and because of that bicycles are not always granted the right-of-way. 
Furthermore, when turning left at an intersection, you must yield to oncoming traffic. When merging into traffic, do not attempt to merge if vehicles must slow down to let you in. You must, of course, yield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles and also to construction and utility vehicles and workers, as well as to school buses.  
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Now let’s see how well you know right-of-way traffic regulations; assume all three vehicles in the illustration to the right, arrived at the intersection at exactly the same time, what’s the correct order that vehicles should proceed?  
A. 1, 2, 3

B. 2, 3, 1

C. 3, 2, 1, or 

D. None of the above
Following-up on our quiz, right‑of-way rules remain some of the most misunderstood of all driving rules. However, right-of-way or yielding rules were established to determine the order of preference of vehicles crossing at intersections or merging into traffic. And without right-of-way rules, intersections would be mass confusion. Quite simply, right-of-way rules are designed for our safety, and the safe answer to the quiz is really D. None of the above; because if you’re one of those drivers, you should do the safe thing and let the others go first.   

Should you ever insist on the right-of-way?
Drivers should never assume that other drivers will start or complete any maneuver in traffic. Drivers also should never insist on the right-of-way or attempt to force their way and thus not yield the right-of-way when they are required too. Drivers should try to anticipate other driver's actions as well as yielding whenever needed or required by law. Giving up the right-of-way to other drivers also helps to avoid crashes, as does appropriate signals or eye contact with other vehicle operators when possible. Drivers should also always be both courteous and conscientious toward other drivers.

To summarize, the right-of-way must be yielded to other drivers in the following instances:
· At a yield sign;

· To pedestrians in a crosswalk;

· To persons using a guide dog;

· To certain handicapped persons;

· At uncontrolled intersections where vehicles are already in the intersection;

· At 'T' intersections where you must yield to vehicles on the through road;

· When turning left in which case you must yield to oncoming pedestrians, cars, etc.;

· When driving on an unpaved road that intersections with a paved road; and

· When returning to the roadway after your vehicle had been parked.
And the following are some safety precautions that you can take to prevent you from ever suffering a right-of-way accident or incident – 
· A relatively simple solution is to yield the right-of-way in every situation, whether or not it is required by law. For example, let other vehicles go first if there’s doubt of who arrived first.
· When merging onto a highway, yield the right-of-way to vehicles already traveling on the highway or interstate. Those vehicles should not have to alter their speed to make room for you.
· Be extra careful when a driver “waves” you across a busy road if you don’t have the right-of-way; this situation often leads to accidents.  It’s much safer to wave them off, and let the road clear before crossing. 
· And remember, pedestrians always have the right-of-way. 

Right-of-way accidents don't just happen—they are caused. And many right-of-way vehicle accidents are caused by drivers who violate the rules of the road. Obey those rules, know that intersections are some of the most dangerous parts of any road, drive safely and whenever in doubt, yield the right-of-way.
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When in doubt, do the safe thing—

Always Yield the Right-of-Way 
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